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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 5 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Blase (US 
Patent 6,354,070). Blase discloses a line guidance unit for guiding lines, the line guidance unit 
having a loaded condition and an unloaded condition, and comprising: a first fixed end; a second 
movable end (Column 1, lines 5-11); a plurality of segments (3) disposed between the first fixed 
end and the second movable end and each segment includes an overlap region (15 or 18) and the 
segments define a line channel (3a); a longitudinal support strip (2) joining at least three 
segments and extending between the first fixed end and the second movable end (Figure 2 and 
2A); and a common contact surface on each segment overlap regions and each common contact 
surface engages the common contact surface on an adjacent segment to dispose the line guidance 
unit in an arc-shape when the line guidance unit is in unloaded extended condition and for 
resisting loads when the line guidance unit is in the loaded condition (Figure 2 and 2A and 
Column 4, lines 45+). 

With regards to claim 5, Blase discloses wherein the common contact surface is a bearing 
surface between a protrusion (18) formed on a segment and an adjacent segment when the line 
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guidance unit is in the unloaded condition (Columns 4 and 5, lines 65+ and lines 1-8, 
respectively). 

(b) the invention w as patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Fukao (US Patent 
5,836,148). Fukao discloses a line guidance unit for guiding lines, the line guidance unit 
having a loaded condition and an unloaded condition, and comprising: a first fixed end; a second 
movable end; a plurality of segments (63) disposed between the first fixed end and the second 
movable end and each segment includes an overlap region (Figure 6, 77 and 73) and the 
segments define a line channel; a longitudinal support strip (65) joining at least three segments 
and extending between the first fixed end and the second movable end; and a common contact 
surface on each segment overlap regions and each common contact surface engages the common 
contact surface on an adjacent segment to dispose the line guidance unit in an arc-shape when the 
line guidance unit is in unloaded extended condition and for resisting loads when the line 
guidance unit is in the loaded condition (See attached Figure 6 on page 5 of this Office Action). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Blase. 
Blase discloses the invention substantially as claimed except for the particular shape of the 
support/link sections. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to provide trapezoidal shaped support sections and rhomboidal shaped 
link sections because, as Blase states on Column 1, lines 45-50, the guide links can be of 
different heights and width in order to accommodate the number of cables and because the 
Applicant has not disclosed that the particularly claimed shapes provides an advantage, is for a 
particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed December 29, 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant's arguments are not on point with regards to the "pretensioned" arguments 
since this language is not in the claims. As for the loaded and unloaded conditions, the claims 
have not set forth any particular "loads" or given description to the structure of the line guidance 
unit in order to accommodate for these particular loads. It is inherent that line guidance units, 
including the ones set forth in Blase and Fukao, are designed to be in an arc-shape in the 
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unloaded conditions and resist loads in the loaded conditions. The Examiner maintains that the 
Blase and Fukao references meets the claimed apparatus limitations at set forth in claims 5,13, 
14, and 25. 

In addition, to further clarify the "common contact surfaces" in the Blase reference, 
please see attached Figure 2 below. 



36 




common contact surfaces 



FIG. 2 

With regards to the Applicant's arguments pertaining to claims 13 and 14, the Examiner 
maintains that the Blase references teaches that the guide links can be a different heights and 
width in order to accommodate the number of cables (Column 1, lines 45-50), this would include 
trapezoidal and/or rhomboidal shapes. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TERESA BONK whose telephone number is (571)272-1901. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dana Ross can be reached on 571-272-4480. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Dana Ross/ Teresa M. Bonk 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3725 Examiner 

Art Unit 3725 



